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O attack a Lady in a favourite 
Weaknefs, anid prove her culpable, 
where fhe has neither Jxclination 
nor Jutention to MEND, 1s like run- 


Bees, or a Neft of Hornets. ‘The 
whole Swarm is fure to come out 

: RY upon you; and tho’ they know 
Sey c can only raife the Skin, and not deet/y wound, they 
will endeavour at the Lit rie Mifchief they are capable 
of, tho’ with the Lofs of their Stixgs, and fometimes 
Lives. 

Tue Author of the following Letter is an Od Hornet, 
who only wants a Sting to make himfelf felt, but has 
unfortunately forgot that he has outlived Jis. It would 
make one {mile, ‘to fee this old malicious Inf, puting 








with his Zaz/, as if he really had a Sting in it. --- How 
ever, his Spirit is good, and the ob fixate old Thing muft 
be heard. 


To the Author of the Prompter. 
Srr, Dunflable, 14th Feb. 1734-5 £. 

** COMING to Town ona Market Day, from a {mall 
“6 Habitation to which JI am retired, a few Miles 
‘* from this Place, I met a Gentleman, my Friend, who 
“© has the Prompters tent him, as often as any proper 
*« Conveyance offers. I always read them with grea 
‘* Pleafure, and the juft Eiteem due to the Author, and 
“«< the Defign of the Paper. 

«© Tam a plain Man, not fo far educated in Scholafick 
«* Learning, as to be able jultly to eriticife upon any 
** Body’s Wnitings: But the Improvement I have made 
“© of a little common Senfe, by my Travels, and Conver- 
“«* fation in the World, during the Courfe of Seventy 
** Years, has furnifhed me with fome Notions rel: ating 
®* to the Character and Behaviour of the Fair Sex, in all 
*« their Degrees of Life ; which occafions my troubling 
** you with thefe Remarks upon the Paper publifhed on 
© Tucfda tog 21ft of Fanuary, under the Zitl of 'The 
** Prompter, N°. XX1. 

«© Anp, I am the more emboldened to give my Opi- 

*¢ nion very frankly, becaufe, by comparing this with 
** your other Papers, I am induc’d to believe, that this 
*¢ Author of the Prompter had nathjng to do with it, 
being indifpofed, or out of Town ; or elfe, fome of 
** the Printer’s little Dewi/s (for fuch Spirits, I am told, 
** conftantly attend all Prefes) by their own Power, and 
“© Legerdemain, with-held the true Paper intended tor the 
‘¢ Prefs, and foifted in #475, out of pure Malice and De- 
“* fign to prejudice the Character of the Prompter in ge- 
“© neral. 

‘¢ Tuere might be much faid with refpect to the 
“* Tendency of this Paper, were each Paragraph to be 
“* thoroughly examined, and animadverted upon : But 
‘* I fhall confine mytelf to a few fhort Obfervations upon 
‘* the diferent CharaGers ment: :oned therein ; for, tho’ 
) “ Taman old Man, I fill preterve a very great Efteem 
** and Refpec: for che Fais Sex, infomuch, that if I meet 
» FF * an old Basket-Voman in the Street, I never turn her 
i‘ from the Ha//; and therefore, am very defirous of 
** feeing the better Sort conducted in the fieady, plain, 
“* Path of Virtue, without putting them to the Neceflity 
“© of ufing a prudential Chak or Mantile, to preferve 








** only the Appearance of that Virtue, which would not 
; “* fhew itfelf with fo much Perfection, were it diveited 
"* of this cutqward Garment ; and Iam forry to fay, the 
} ** Paper now before me tends too much towards the 
. *« Encouragement of thefe fort of Cover/luts (pardon the 
, " Expreflion): for which Reafon I could not omit giving 
, “€ my Sentiments upon fome Paflages in it; having al- 
** ways been of Opinion, that Virtue, like Truth, is 
‘* naked, and ftands not in need of any artificial Cover 
. “© ing. —— Whatever does, is falfly called fo ; true Vir- 
. “‘ tue always affording that inward SatisfaGion and 


“© Peace of Mind w hich cannot be ditturbed, even by the 

*« Malice of the Prim- -feeming Wife, or le/s obfe rved Widorn. 
‘© T forbear taking any Notice of the Introduétion to 

“* the Paper, defcribing the Danifh and Saxon Methed of 
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ning one’s Hand into a Hive of 
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trying the Ladies Virtue in thofe old Times of graf 
Ignorance and Superflition, when the Great Dewil 
pofieft the Minds of the People, as ftrongly as the 
kittle ones the Pref, I mentioned before, did this 
Paper, when they transformed it from what it Loud 
have been, to that which és now publifhed. 

‘“ Leonora and Torri/mond, Prndentia and Leontius, 
are, as I apprehend, only feigned Names, and point at 
no Body perfonally 5 which gives me a greater Lau- 
tude to declare my ‘Thoughts upon what is faid of 
thofe Characters: In which J] fhall be as fhort and 
plain as poffible But, by the way, mutt obierve, 
that the Word Love is mi/applied, where it is introduc’ 
as the Caufe of the Fair Sex being drawn from the 
ruaged V'rack to the more beaten one, as exprelt in the 
Prompter s becaufe I take Leve to be a pure, chaji, 
and virtuous Pafion, accompanied with a generous Dit 
pofition of Mind towards the Perfon who is the Object 
of it, and can by no means be the Cauz/e of their wan- 
dering or tripping. -— I am fure e/rtuous Love wiil 
never have this Effect 5; and that which is crimna/ de- 
ferves another Epithet. 

‘ Acain, where the rugged Track is faid to be no- 
thing but keeping Defre within the Bounds pretcribed 
by Cufom, Decency, and Virtue, I think gives too great 
a Latitude and Encouragement to private Liberties and 
Frecdoms, when taken in {uch a manner as not to {peal 
the Gif of that beautiful Chak, outward Reputation, 
which this Paper recommends as the chief Point to be 
preferved, whatever other ill Confequences may be in- 
troduced thereby. For by admitting Cu/fom anll De- 
cency into the rugged Path, the Author makes it as 
common as the beaten one ; 3; for Cuffom frequently is the 
Parent of the avor/? Evils $ and Prudence is very often 
made ufe of to cover them. 

«© In another Paragraph the Author fays, Every W0- 
man has two Characters to maintain -~— One which fre 
owes to herfelf, and one which foe owes tothe World —— 

Virtue ard ReputTatrion.—= In anfwer to this, 
I muft take the Liberty to fay, that I cannot allow 
Reputation to be a CHARACTER, Otherwife than as 
the Refult and Confequence of Virtue ; for, whoever 
makes light of #47s, cannot long preferve the offer. 

«© Axp here I cannot help taking Notice of the Au- 
thor’s Words, at the Conclufion of this Paragraph, 
where he fays: 4 Woman that has hft her Vixtue, may 


‘6 fiill enjoy all the Pleafures of Life, as long as the World 
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remains ignorant of that C ircumflance. Her private 
Grief Selones to herfelf alone, and ts confined to her Cho- 
fet. — It hereas foe that has hft her Reputation, te’ 


<< tbe preferves her Virtue, throws + verfelf out of the Pale 
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of Female Enjoyments, avd is alone i2 a Crowd. 
‘* I take this to be a manifeit Encouragement to the 
Commiffion of the greateit Crime the Fair Sex are 
capable of, and what divelts them of all manner of 
Honour and Confcience. Let ’em be ga/fy3 no mat- 
ter, prov rided they Aide it from the World: as much as 
to fay, that ifa Sian is not fo foolifh as to appear ae- 
contred like a Highavayman, he may rob and murder as 
often as his wicked and debauch’d Inclination prompts 
him to it; /o far as it may be covered from the World, 
and not a//eé him perfonally, 
‘© Arrer this, the Author compares Female Reputa- 
tion to the Bloom that is found in the fine Fruits, and 
auill not bear the leaft Touch; or, to new-fallen Snow, 
before its firf? White is gone off. By this, no doubt, he 
means that falfe Reputation he has been ‘advifing them 
to procure by all the Ars of Nature, as a Prop to 
their tottering Virtue ; becaufe that which is without 
Flaw, will ftand the Te? of the greatef} Shocks, and ne- 
ver gives the Perfon pofleit of it the leaft Pain, or 
Thought how to obtain or preferve a Reputation, 
which, fooner or later, is the zatural CONSEQUENCE 
of it. Whereas the Reputation the Author fpeaks 
of, muft be managed with great Art and Addre/s, or it 
will foon Sade : Becaufe, as he truly deferibes it, Ne- 
thing is fe tender, nothing fo délicage ; as 7 Yetats 
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} sels ame mma sea se 
*¢ Eclat to Beaiuty when it accompanies it, and makes its 
s¢ Abfence felt. 

‘«¢ He goes on, and fays, Such being its Nature, and fuch 
‘ its Effects, can any of my Fair Readers think any thing 
«* fbould come in Conipetition with it ? Can they give up to 
é* Virtue the rigid Sacrifices it demands, and refuje Reputa- 
<* tion the {mall Victims it requires ? 

<¢ J fhall not attempt to make any Remarks upon this, 
*¢ but with more Decency than I cou’d expre/s mytelf, 
«© Jeave the truly virtuous Readers to make their own 
<* Con/frution upon thefe Queries. 

«¢ Arrer this, the Author, to illuftrate and fupport 
«< his Argument, draws two Characters, Leonora and Pru- 
<‘ dentia; the latter feems to be his Heroine, tho’ he gives 
«« the former the moft /lid and valuable Chara&er : He 
«« defcribes her as having Strength of Virtue enough to 
<¢ deny herfelf the inexpreffible Satisfaction t Union «1th 
«© Torrifmond avou'd procure her, becaufe Virtue will not 
“© permit an unlawful ome, and Prudence bids them keep 
‘¢ afunder. And then he fays --- Will this fame Leonora 
“¢ that can gain fuch a Victory over Inclination, Defire, and 
<< Paffion, let loofe the tattling Tongues of all ber Female Ac- 
quaintance, for the fake of {eeing and converfing with 
Torrifmond ? Can foe hear her Love defcanted on, with 
“¢ all the ill-natur’d Wit, a Paffion we don't feel ourfelves, 
“< is generally painted with, &c. —— This, in my Opinion, 
‘< is giving a great Charadéter, and doing much Honour to 
© Leonora $ and, no doubt, is intended {o. 
“© On the other hand, he defcribes Prudentia, with as 
ftrong 2 Paffion for Leontius, as Leonora feels for Torrif- 
%6 mond —-~ and the fame Reafons, he fays, forbid them 
«* coming together, and therefore fhe endeavours to con- 
«© quer the Paffion fhe has for Leontius —~ and adds, that 
« Prudentia may at lenoth get the better of her Paffion, by 
‘© phe Method foe tak s: But Leonora never will ; both have 
“© equal Regard to Virtue, Fut Prudentia more to Reputation. 
«¢ T mutt confefs, I cannot fee there is axy Reputation 
Joft in either of thefe Charatters ; but this mutt be al- 
“© low’d, that Prudentia had only a fuperficial Paffion for 
“© thePerson of Leontius; it was that fhe chiefly efteem’d, 
*< and thereby was enabled to keep upto the Character for 
<< which her Name was given her, by avthdrawing her- 
«¢ felf from the Perfon fhe had not Fortitude enough to 
** awithfland. -—~--— 

«© On the contrary, Leonora, by the Author’s Defcrip- 
“< tion of her, appears to have a large Share of good Sen/e, 
“« as well as an eftablifhed and fortified Virtue ; which en- 
«« ables her to/preferve it, notwithitanding her Jnrimacies 
«© with Torri/mond; and fhe hereby fhews, that it is the 
“© Mind, and not the outward Frame only, fhe fo much 
<« values and efteems; that ers is a fincere, innocent Palf- 
“« fion, fleadily preferved, in a ffromg and conttant Breaft. 
«© Tn fuch a Paffion as this, fhe meets with no Temptation 
“© to curong her Virtue, nor can her Reputation ever fplit 
<* upon fuch a Rock, which will rather prove the Ba/s 
<< and Foundation of a future folid Happinefs, which 
«© fhall remain when the Fire of youthful Paffion is paft and 
<¢ gone : neither can I fee it pofib/e for her Reputation to 
<< {uffer with the rea/nable Part of the World, becaufe it 
«© does not appear fhe has any Inclination to conceal her 
«« Paffion for Yorri/mond ; and therefore, if her Female 
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-€« Acquaintances are fo tar pofleit by Exvy, as to caft ma- 


“« licious Reflections upon her, for that which hurts no 
«© Body, I think fhe has more Reafon to de/pife than re- 
‘© gard them, while, by fuch a Behaviour in regulating 
«< her Paffion, fhe fo juftly merits the Efteem of the con- 
‘© fiderate and candid Part of the World. 

‘© As I faid before, I take Leonora to be a feigned 
«< Charaéter : But if any fuch Perfon exiits, her Parents 
«« (if they are in Being) mutt have a fecret Pleafure to re- 
«¢ fle upon the Prudence with which fhe qualifies and 
¢* conducts her Paflion for Torri/mond, while any Reafon 
«© fubfifts for delaying the Union fhe fo ardently defires. 


4 This Root muft at length produce the moit lafting 


«© Branches of Friendhip between them ; which can never 
¢* wither or decay, tili the whole Frame is diffolved. 

«* T fhould have fent you this fooner, but for want of 
a proper Conveyance. 1 defire however, you will 
publifh it in your Paper, with your own Remarks 
upon it: For I hope foon to have the Pleafure of 
reading a whole Bundle of Prompters, which I have 
been deprived of for fome time pait, by my own Indif- 
“« pofition, which has prevented me feeing my Friend, 


-¢© as | ufed todo, once a Week. Pardon the Freedom 


«* T have taken with a Paper I apprehend has fo wrong- 


© fully aflumed the Title of the Prompter. This being the 


«© only Method I have to do you Juftice, which I hope 
*< will be a fuflicient Apology from, Sir, 

Your affured Friend, Well-cwifber, and bumble Servant, 
JereMiaH DownriGur. 


{n publick Stations Men forhetimes are fhown, 
A Woman's feen in private Life alone: 
Our bolder Talents in full View difplay’d, 
Your Virtues open faircft in the Shade. Pops, 
oe 
My Dear Mr. Prom;ter, 
«< THO’ the beautiful Character you are fo kind to give me in your 
“< Paper, N°. 21. lays me under the greateft Obligations, I fheuld 
<< not have ventured to fend you my Acknowledgments (in Writing) 
<¢ Jett I thould deviate from that Cundu& which-you fo much applaud 
“€or lofe the good Opinion of one I value and efteem. Don’t miftake 
«© me —— I mean not Efteem for your Perfon; fir that Tama Stranzer 
“< to; but for your dear pretty Writinzs, which make me prodigioufly 
“adm re you. — And to fpeak the Truth (Entre Nous) if the one 
“¢ may be judged of by the other, if the Tree may be known by its 
“ Fruit, then Mr. Prompter is turcly the moft charming Creature in 
*€ the World; and durft I allow mytelf the danzerous Intimacy of tec- 
‘ing him, I believe he might help me to get the better of my Pat. 
“¢ fion for Leontius ; Hang Le:ntivs, you are worth a thoufand of him; 
6* de never faid half fo much in Commendation of me, nor indeed cay 
«¢ any Man beftow fuch Compliments as you have done. But, for 
*© God’s fake, as I faid before, let this be Entre Nous ; for fhould Lec. 
*¢ nora, or any Body elie, knew this, my Reputation mutt be deftroy'd, 
‘¢ and that, you know, is the en/y Point to be maintained. 
“¢ The Occafion of my giving you this Trouble, is fome ill-natut’d 
6 Reflections made both on you and me, the other Night. 
‘< I was vifiting at a Houfe where yeur Paper, N‘*. 21. happened 
6 (God knows how! ) to be lying on the Table ; and, you may be iure, 
** it was with no fmall Pleafure I faw my own Pi¢ture drawn by fo 
“¢ mafterly a Hand, and fet off by the Foil of Leonora’s: It fet me (as 
*¢ it woud any Woman) a commending your Writings to the Sky ; 
“* but I was ituddenly interrupted by a “ttle pert Minx in Company, 
*¢ who I afterwards found to be Leonora. She was {fo harp, and gave 
*¢ fuch a Turn to your Paper, that I was ftruck dumb, and could not 
“€ fay one Word in your Detence: However, I was fure you could 
*¢ anfwer all her Objections ; and therefore, when I came home, I 
** wrote them down to fend you. I hope you will ftrike her as dumb 
*¢ as the did me ; for I would not, for the World, Jet her have the 
** laft Word ; but this muft be done in your Paper, for in Convers:- 
“¢ trom it will be too hard a Talk, becaule (as Shakefpear iays) + 


—~ “ When fhe is anzry, fheis keen and forewd, 
«© She was a Vixen when fhe went to School, 


66 And tho’ fhe be but littie, foe is fierce. 


“* Here follow the Queftions, taken out of your own Paper, 
*¢ which I could not anfwer, but intreat you to doit, 7f you can. 

*« If a Woman has two Charatters to maintain 3 viz. Virtwe and 
“© Reputaticn, how can you fay Reputation has no Chara‘ter ? 

<< If Reputation is only a qwoll ground:d good Opinion of the Publick, 
“¢ flowing from an upright Conduct, how cana real folid Reputation 
“¢ exift without Virtue ? 

“* If Reputation depends entirely upon the Judgment of the Publicis, 
«“ whether juft or erroneous, what does it tignity whether Virtue is 
«¢ preferved or no ? 

“* If Reputation is the Security of Virtue, pray what is the Security 
“< of Reputation ? 

‘‘ Where one is accompanied with great inward Contritions and 
“* Grief, how can they enjoy that Happinefs which arifes from the 
** agreeable Society the Commerce of the World affards ? 

“¢ If a Woman who has loft her Virtue, may (avbile the World is 
“ ignorant of it) enjcy all the Pleafures of Life ; andonz who lotes the 
** good Opinion of the Publick (tho’ undefervedly) and preferves her 
“¢ Virtue, is thrown out of the Pale of all Female Enjoyments, is not the 
“€ Opinion of the Publick (tubo may judge from falle Appearances, 
‘¢ and cf Courje err) preferable to, or rather to be maintained, than 
*< Virtue, where is the Harin tho’ Virtue is not regarded at all ? 

*¢ If the Perfon who loves her Virtue, and preferves her Reputation, 
“* is'to be commended, is fhe who does not lote her Reputation, and 
“¢ preferve her Virtue, to be pitied ? 

** If fecing and converfing with the Perfon beloved, is a trifling 
€¢ Satisfaction, have we in that Paflion any Pre-eminence before tht 
** meanceft Beatts ? 

<< Are th® tattling Tongues of a few Females, the prim feeming 
“* Wife (the Gratification cf whofe Pafiions is the only Security of her 
“ Virtue) and the defs cautious, becaufe lefs objerved Widew, proper 
‘* Judges of Right and Wrong ? 

*¢ Tt a Lady has Virtve enough to forbear an unlawful Union; mutt 
“« fhe therefore refute to fee the Mam the loves ? 

“* If Prudentia feels great Happine{s in tke Thought of being united ta 
“« Leontius, is that a likely Method for her to get rid of her Paffion ? 
<¢ Or, 

“« If fhe expects to conguer her Love by not fecing her Lover, how cat 
“¢ the think er Happinefs confifts in being united to bim ? 

** Thefe are the Objections, to the beft of my Remembrarice : I 
* hope you'll give me fome Grains of Allowance for my Incorreétnefsa 
“lam, Dear Prompter, Yours, 


PRuDENTIA< 


— | 





To the Man commonly called The Prompter. 


Friend, 


““\W/ HEN thou didi firft appear, I conceived fome Hopes, that 
si thy Advice might have thone forth with the Sprrit of Truth: 
«« But now I find that the Truth is not in thee 3 forafmuch as thos 
«« haft made me pay feveral Pennies for thy ridiculous Lies about the 
*¢ Woman called Leoncra ; tor thou canft not make me believe there 
“‘isany One ¢truly virtuous, that would let the Motions of the Fl 
‘€ prevail over the Truth, even fo much as in Appearances, But if 
“* peradventure thou fhouldeft have lo& thy Time in writing about 
‘© real Woman called Leonora, dott thou vainly imagine, tbat I, who 
‘‘ have feen the Frailty of the Flejb at a Diftance, can afford any 
«¢ Jonger to pay for lofing my Time, in reading what thou writett up- 
*€on that Subject, or that any, not of thy Perfuafion, can ins 
“* Comfort thereby ? No verily. Prithee therefore, let thy Now 
** fenie ceafe, and advife thy Friend Mean-qwell to mean better, and 
** not pretend to juftify, until he doth know how to difcern t¥ 
§* Truth from Appearances. So endzeth Thy Friend, 


The 25th of the 11th Month. Ezekiel Steadfah 
P. 4 
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